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chestnut tree, said pensively, " How I should like to have a chestnut off that tree! How I wish some one would get me one! "
Straightway the youth set out to satisfy her whim. He climbed the tree, ill-attired as he was for the purpose. For some moments she amused herself calling out directions to him, leading him always higher and higher, from one branch to another, all at the risk of a serious fall, until she tired of the joke, and laughingly called him back.
Discomfited and dishevelled he stood before her. Then she turned to a servant and, pointing to the foolish boy, said in her very bad German (she never acquired the language of her adopted country) : " Take this gentleman to the stables. He is a donkey. Feed him well, and remember that he eats only thistles."
On another occasion we were staying at her country place when the Governor of Silesia and his wife were expected on a semi-official visit. Our host was extremely anxious that they should be received with due ceremony, and he impressed on his wife the necessity of her being at the threshold of the castle to receive them.
No sooner had he set out in his great coach, drawn by four horses, with postilions and outriders, to meet the distinguished visitors at the railway station than she announced her intention of going down to paddle in the lake. She gave orders to the servants that when they arrived the Prince and Princess should be brought down there. Tea was to be served at the lake-side. Nothing could make her change her mind, and, though we all tried to dissuade her, she insisted on dragging us all off to while away a hot afternoon by the water's edge.6o                     ' INDISCRETIONS'
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